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1 How relevant is the topic within the given academic field?

The topic of Smith's manuscript is extremely relevant to the fields of literature, American
studies and cultural studies. His work is thoroughly interdisciplinary, and ambitiously
seeks to identify main themes of American intellectual, political and religious
development. It richly explores the interconnections among these themes in order to
convey a strong sense of the cultural ferment underlying American life from the

Revolution to the Civil War.

Smith's work is a fine exemplar of cultural studies in that texts are viewed in dialectical
relation to context as much as they are seen as products of individual authorship. Thus,
for example, such strong seemingly different sensibilities as those of Joseph Smith and
Ralph Waldo Emerson are shown to be oriented toward cultural and spiritual projects

with striking similarities.
2 How precisely, clearly and understandably is the topic formulated?

Smith's is a wide-ranging and deeply probing work which sees American life and identity
as rooted in their relation to certain foundational texts. Since the United States, unlike
other nations in the 19th century, had no tribal or ethnic origin, Smith intriguingly shows
the great importance that the Bible, the Constitution and the Declaration of
Independence had as a kind of cultural glue. Yet he further demonstrates that these
documents were constantly subjected to interpretation and reinterpretation under
various historical pressures, especially that exerted by the need to resolve the great
political, economic, and above all moral, issue of slavery. His topic is a complex one but |
believe it manages to capture important dialectical dyads in the rapidly evolving
American society during period in question: orthodoxy and free thinking, tradition and
revolution, individualism and cohesion, morality and economic gain, literalism and
contextualization, the Bible and the daily news. Smith's study culminates in a powerful
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