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Ale§ Chalupa predstavil v angli¢tiné svUj vyzkum epigrafickych a archeologickych dokladu
Mithrova kultu. V pfednasce se vénoval problematice kfestanskych pramend, tj. polemik
cirkevnich otcll, které mame k dispozici jakozto cenné zdroje informaci o tomto fimském
kultu. Krestanska svédectvi a polemiky, tykajici se Mithrova kultu, mohou modernim
badatelim pomoci pochopit mnohdy velmi obtizné interpretovatelnou mithraistickou
ikonografii.Zaroven je ale tfeba s nimi zachazet s velkou opatrnosti, nebot’ fada kfestanskych
svédectvi je obsazena v pasazich polemického typu, ktery je ze své podstaty zkreslujici.
Kandidat ve své poutavé pfednaSce zhodnotil vyznam informaci, které nam poskytuji
kiestansti autofi, pro moderni studium Ffimského kultu Mithry, v€etné jejich zaujatosti i
prinosu.

Uchaze€ prokazal formulaéni obratnost a schopnost vytvofit systematicky, a pfitom jasny
vyklad v anglickém jazyce, pfinosny i pro zasvécené publikum a srozumitelny i poucny
rovnéz pro studentskou obec (venia docendi). V nasledné debaté uchaze€ prokazal
hlubokou erudici v oboru a ziskal pozitivni ohlas zejména od &lenl komise a oponentl
habilitacni prace.

Zaveér

Pfednaska Mgr. AleSe Chalupy, Ph.D., The texts of the Early Church Fathers and the Roman
Cult of Mithras: What Can We Learn about Mithraic Rituals? pfednesena v ramci
habilitadniho fizeni, pfesvédcivé prokazala dostate¢nou védeckou kvalifikaci a pedagogickou
zpusobilost uchazece, standardné pozadovanou v ramci habilitacnich Fizeni v oboru klasicka
filologie.



Ale$ Chalupa presented in English his research on epigraphic and archaeological evidence
of the cult of Mithras. In his lecture, he discussed the issue of Christian sources, i.e. the
polemics of the Church Fathers, which are available to us as valuable sources of information
about this Roman cult. Christian testimonies and polemics concerning the cult of Mithras can
help modern scholars to understand the often very difficult to interpret Mithraic iconography.
Consequently, these sources must be approached with great caution, since many of them
present a Christian perspective that is inherently biased, and therefore misleading. This is
particularly the case in those passages which adopt a polemical stance. In his engaging
lecture, the candidate assessed the importance of the information provided by Christian
authors for the modern study of the Roman cult of Mithras, including their biases and
contributions.

The candidate proved his skillfulness and ability to deliver a systematic and clear scholarly
presentation, which both presents new information and uses new methodology, and at the
same time is accessible and comprehensible for students. In the following discussion he
further demonstrated his deep and meticulous knowledge of the presented topic.

Conclusion

The lecture of Mgr. Ale§ Chalupa, Ph.D., The texts of the Early Church Fathers and the
Roman Cult of Mithras: What Can We Learn about Mithraic Rituals? delivered as a part of
the habilitation procedure convincingly demonstrated the candidate's sufficient scientific
gualifications and pedagogical competence, which are standardly required in habilitation
procedures in the field of Classical Philology.
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