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While the New Zealand born modernist Katherine Mansfield has been likened
to a whole range of writers, both English and foreign, both her contemporaries
and predecessors, and while she herself has become a point of reference in her
turn, the connection between her and Jane Austen has so far been very rarely
made. It might even seem that this is for a good reason as there are many
things that set them apart. On the one hand, there are their two very different
personalities, lifestyles and backgrounds; one is often viewed as a prim English
lady that led a respectable and uneventful life and entertained herself and her
social circle telling stories; the other is seen as a colonial with a decidedly
adventurous and itinerant existence, and a pronounced disregard for the social
conventions of the time. On the other hand, even their works do not seem to
have much in common; one wrote traditional novels that posthumously earned
her global acclaim, the other focused solely on the short story genre and while
her stories are relatively well-known and loved, their author is far from being a
household name. What is more, Katherine Mansfield as a true modernist could
be expected to have at least an ambivalent if not entirely negative viewpoint on
Austen as many of her fellow contemporaries did, since by many of them her
works and style were viewed as out-dated and not fit for the new reality of
modern times.

However, a closer look uncovers that it is not as simple as it may seem
and that many of the differences are actually based on mistaken assumptions
caused by, among other things, the heavy mythologizing that both authors
have been subject to for so long. Moreover, examining their works together
demonstrates that there is, indeed, grounds for comparison and that
Mansfield’s one-time claim about Austen inciting in her readers the feeling of
becoming her secret friends not only applied to other readers, but included her
as well.

This work examines how Mansfield approached, read and responded to
Austen’s writing, but more importantly, how the secret friendship with her is
reflected in what mattered to her the most, her stories. It argues that
Mansfield’s attitude to Austen underwent a gradual change from relative
indifference to intense interest and creative appreciation in the form of her
rewritings of Austen’s Emma in the stories: “The Daughters of the Late Colonel”
and “A Cup of Tea.”
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Novozélandska modernistka Katherine Mansfieldova bola aje prirovnavana
k r6znym autorom pi$ucim po anglicky alebo vinom jazyku, k sicasnikom aj
predchodcom, a sama sa vdaka novatorskému stylu stala tou, s ktorou pre
zmenu porovnavaja ostatnych.

Na existujucu suvislost medzi tvorbou Katherine Mansfieldovej a Jane
Austenovou v$ak upozornil iba malokto. Je to prirodzené, pretoZe uz na prvy
pohlad je medzi nimi mnoho odlisného; boli to rozdielne osobnosti
vyznavajuce iny zivotny Styl. Austenova je prezentovana ako dostojnd anglicka
dama, ktora viedla pocestny a harmonicky Zivot, pricom zabdvala seba a svoje
okolie rozpravanim pribehov. Mansfieldova pochadzala z Nového Zélandu, teda
z anglickej kolonie, no dobové spolocenské konvencie ju prili§ nezaujimali a jej
zivot v Europe mozno bez zveli¢enia oznacit za dobrodruzny.

Ani ich diela nevyzeraju, Ze by mohli mat vela spolo¢ného. Austenova
pisala tradi¢né romany, ktoré jej posmrtne priniesli globdlny uspech.
Mansfieldova sa orientovala na poviedkovy Zaner, ktorému dala novatorsku
formu iobsah, aaj ked su jej poviedky mnohym zname, meno ich autorky
pozna len malokto. NavySe — od modernistky Katherine Mansfieldovej mozno
ocakavat, Ze bude mat, podobne ako mnoho jej sti¢asnikov, ambivalenty, ak nie
uplne odmietavy postoj k Austenovej; ked uz pre ni¢ iné, tak urcite pre
zastarany S$tyl nereflektujici dynamiku modernej doby. Blizsi pohlad vsak
odhali, Ze realita nebola az taka jednozna¢na. Mnohé rozdiely medzi autorkami
su zalozené skér na mylnych predpokladoch spdsobenych, okrem iného, aj
mytizovanim a skreslovanim, ktorého obetou sa obe spisovatelky stali.
Podrobnejsie skiimanie ich diel odkryje nejeden dévod na komparaciu, takze
Mansfieldovej tvrdenie, Ze Austenova vzbudzuje vo svojich ¢itateloch pocit,
akoby sa stavali jej tajnymi priatelmi, sa nevztahuje len na tych druhych
percipientov, ale tyka sa aj jej samotne;j.

Tato praca rozoberd spdsob, akym Mansfieldova pristupovala
k Austenovej dielu, ako ho ¢itala a reagovala nan, no predovsetkym ako sa tato
tajna spriaznenost odzrkadlila v Mansfieldovej poviedkach, teda v tom, na ¢om
jej autorsky zdlezalo najviac. Praca ozrejmuje vyvoj, ktorym Mansfieldovej
postoj ktvorbe Jane Austenovej prekonal postupni zmenu od relativnej
lahostajnosti az k intenzivnemu zdujmu a kreativnemu zhodnoteniu vo forme
reakcie na Austenovej roman Emma v poviedkach Dcéry nebohého plukovnika
alebo Sdlka ¢aju.



