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Åhypothesis: key period for the first development 

of the broadside ballad was late humanism



Leaflets and the late humanism

(cca 1590-1620)

ÅDuring the reign of Rudolf II, Prague was a 

major European information center

Åanonymous leaflets and pamphlets printed

in Czech, German, and Latin

ÅPrague printers: Burian Valda, Georg 

Nigrin, Daniel SedlļanskĨ, Jan Schumann

Åunique collection of these prints preserved 

in the Lobkowicz Library in Roudnice nad

Labem (Nelahozeves)



Sources: www.vd16.de



0 200 400 600 800

tǌƝƭŜȌƛǘƻǎǘƴŞ ǘŜȄǘȅ
.łǎƴƛŎƪŞ ǘŜȄǘȅ

[Ŝǘłƪȅ
tƻǇǳƭłǊƴŠ ƴŀǳőƴŞ

¨ǌŜŘƴƝ ǘŜȄǘȅ
błōƻȌŜƴǎƪŞ ǘŜȄǘȅ
hŘōƻǊƴł ǇƻƧŜŘƴłƴƝ

Noviny
¦őŜōƴƛŎŜ
YłȊłƴƝ

Polemiky
YŀƴŎƛƻƴłƭȅ
YŀƭŜƴŘłǌŜ

½ǇǊŀǾƻŘŀƧǎƪŞ ǘŜȄǘȅ
Gramatiky
Pranostiky

aƻŘƭƛǘŜōƴƝ ƪƴƛƘȅ
½łōŀǾƴŞ ǇǳōƭƛƪŀŎŜ

Minuce
tǊƽȊȅ

Kroniky
bƻǘƻǾŀƴŞ ǘŜȄǘȅ

{ƭƻǾƴƝƪȅ
5ƛǾŀŘŜƭƴƝ ƘǊȅ

[ƛǘǳǊƎƛŎƪŞ ƪƴƛƘȅ
Postily

Katechismy
Teze
tƝǎƴŠ
Bajky

tƻǾŠǊŜőƴŞ ǘŜȄǘȅ
Cestopisy
Konfese

Korespondence
Atlasy

Disertace
Katalogy
{ƭŀōƛƪłǌŜ

¢ƻǇƻƎǊŀŦƛŎƪŞ ŘƻƪǳƳŜƴǘȅ

Knihopis

BCBT

!Φ WŜƭƝƴƪƻǾłΣ
YƴƛƘȅ ŀ ŘŠƧƛƴȅ нрΣ őΦ мς2, 



news from the wars with the Ottoman 

Empire; anti-Turkish war agitation

ÅKr§tk§ zpr§va, co se s kn²ģetem Zigmundem Bathory v 

Sedmihradsk® zemi zbŊhlo, kterak jat  a tureck®mu c²saŚi 

dod§n bĨti mŊlé(Prague: OldŚich Valda, 1595). 

Å translated into Czech from Latin: ĂToto seps§n²  jest 24. 

dne mŊs²ce dubna l®ta 1595 od sedmihradsk®ho kurĨra 

v latinsk® Śeļi do Prahy pŚineseno..ñ

ÅPravdiv® a kratiļk® vyps§n² cel®ho pr§vn²ho ortele,  

kterĨģ nad Ferdinandem hrabŊtem zHardekué a nad 

Mikul§ġem Perlinem de ForliévypovŊd²nbyl (Litomyġl: 

Andreas Graudenc, 1595). 

ÅGerman version: Zeitung aus Wien éWie Graff

Ferdinand von Hardeckézum Tod verurtheilet (Leipzig

1595)



Czech and German versions

Å PotŊġitedln§novina, kterak P§n BŢhé. v²tŊzstv² d§ti

r§ļil v BŊlehradu(Prague: Jan Schumann1594), 

included ĂP²seŔ o Turku (ed. NovotnĨ 1940: 7-8)

ÅEine trºstliche Newe Zeitungé

wie Gottégenade und hielff é

erzeiget hat, bey Stul 

Weissenburgk

(Prague: Jan Schumann1594)

(Source: www.lib.cas.cz)



news about abnormal phenomena:

natural calamities, appearance of a comet 

and the eclipse of the sun or the moon

Åmeteorite fall

ÅHrozn® a straġliv® noviny, kter®ģ se vskutku a vpravdŊ 

v Durynsk®  zemi l®ta é1591 zdopuġtŊn² boģ²ho dŊly

(Prague: Georg Nigrin, 1592)

Å Source: ĻeskĨ lid 1909

http://tyfoza.no-ip.com/ceskylid/



Å flood disasters in 

Moravia (summer 

1591)

ÅPravdiv§ a straġliv§ 

novina o velik® 

povodni, kter§ģ se stala 

v tomto Markrabstv² 

moravsk®m l®ta 1591é 

(Olomouc: Valnetin

Kl²n, 1591-1595?)
Å J. Munzar - S  Ondr§ļek ïL. 

Kysuļan, Knihy a dŊjiny 22, 

2015.



Earthquake as Godôsmessage, 

manifestation of GodËs will

ÅPravdiv® a kratiļk® vyps§n² o z§zraļnopodivn®m

skutku P§nŊ, kterĨģ se stal v kraji 

Chrudimsk®mé[A True and Brief Account of the

Miraculous Act of God that Occurred in the

Chrudim Region] (Prague: Daniel SedlļanskĨ, 

1596) 

ÅIt describes the earthquake in the Elbe basin, 

which is presented as Godôsmessage, warning

people against sins



Criminal acts (murders) 

ÅStraġliv§ a hrozn§ novina o jednom neġlechetn®m 

mordĨŚi, jm®nem Krystman, kterĨģ ve tŚin§cti letech devŊt 

set a ġedes§teļtyrymordy uļinilé (Praha: Buri§n Valda, 

1582). Knihopis n. 6317)

Åtranslated into Czech from German:

Ăkter§ģto novina byla prv® v nŊmeck® Śeļi [é] 

vytiġtŊna. Nyn² pak vġechnŊmdobrĨm lidem k 

vejstraze a zlĨm k polepġen² na ļeskojest 

pŚeloģen§.ñ 

Åwarnnig against sins (exemplum)



elections, arrivals, and coronations of

kings of Bohemia 

Bohemian War, Prague defenstration

ÅThe Czech estates defended their actions against the

whole of Europe by means of printed leaflets and 

pamphlets. The same form of communication was

selected by the Habsburg side = Pamphlet War

ÅJana Hubkov§:Fridrich FalckĨv zrcadle let§kov®

publicistiky. Let§kyjako pramen k vĨvojia vn²m§n²

ļesk®ot§zkyv letech 1619ï1632 [Frederick of the 

Palatinate in the Mirror of Leaflet Journalism. Leaflets 

as a Source on the Development and Perception of the 

Bohemian Issue in 1619ï1632]. Prague 2010.



songs published separately, in the form of

leaflets and  reflecting the same events as 

leaflet news

ÅPrague writers:

ÅSixt Palma MoļidlanskĨ

ÅĠimon LomnickĨ z BudŚe

Åanonymous prints

ÅPrague printers: Burian Valda, Sixt Palma 

MoļidlanskĨ, Georg Nigrin, Daniel Karolides, 

Tobi§sLeopolt, Jonata BohutskĨz Hranic, Jan 

Vaġek StŚ²brskĨ



P²seŔ o slavn®m pŚ²jezdu 

nejjasnŊjġ²ho a 

velikomocn®ho kn²ģeteé 

Maty§ġe Druh®ho (Prague: 

Jan Vaġek StŚ²brskĨ, 1611)/ 

The Song of the Glorious

Arrivalé

It describes the ceremonial

arrival of Emperor Matthias 

II in Prague in 1611

Source: Google books


