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There are some special days in everybody’s life. Birthdays, anniversaries and religious holidays are probably the most important. On these days people like to be with their family, friends or relatives. Presents are an important part of these ceremonies. Presents given differ according to the budget and also to the relationship between individuals. 
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A book, a bottle of perfume, a little toy, flowers or a box of chocolates can be as good a present as something expensive. The important thing when giving presents is to buy something within your budget. Also one should be careful in buying presents not to put the other side in a bad position. Giving really expensive presents may disturb the other side—they might feel obliged to buy an expensive present (one beyond their budget) in return. 
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Think about the situation below and discuss it with friends:

Today is th 2nd of December. You receive pocket money of 50 EURO per month. Next week you’ll celebrate the birthdays of your two close friends, Nicholas and Samantha. Two days later, it’s your grandfather’s birthday. And at the end of the month comes Christmas (as everyone knows). 

· How will you spend your money this month?

· What will you buy for your friends?

· What will you buy for your grandfather?

· What will you do for Christmas?

· Will you want extra money from your parents?

