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Learning stations, what does it mean?

A number of learning stations (designated tables or spaces with specific topic related materials) is set up in the training room. Small groups of learners rotate from station to station. The learners are required to do specific learning tasks for a specific amount of time. 
Materials and tasks should be different. Comics, texts, statistics and so on require tasks like interpretation, recherché and the presentation of results for a debriefing session with the entire group. A documentation of all results might be produced, digital or in the traditional paper way. 
More and more computers are used to represent a learning station.
Both learning groups and learning stations provide hands-on learning experiences and therefore are a good way to enhance abilities in autonomous and cooperative learning.
The following Teaching Unit:

The tasks for the rotating groups are of different kind and difficulty degree. It is a sort of maximum programme which should be changed according to the learning situation. 

Station 1

Comic
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The little cat with the whip symbolizes The West (see suitcase). The cat shouts: Everyone listens to my command, o k.!?
Please describe the comic. What does the author express? How does it concern globalisation? 

Station 2
Definitions
Globalization (or globalisation) in its literal sense is the process of transformation of local or regional things or phenomena into global ones. It can also be used to describe a process by which the people of the world are unified into a single society and function together. This process is a combination of economic, technological, sociocultural and political forces. Globalization is often used to refer to economic globalization, that is, integration of national economies into the international economy through trade, foreign direct investment, capital flows, migration, and the spread of technology. 
Tom G. Palmer of Cato Institute defines "globalization" as "the diminution or elimination of state-enforced restrictions on exchanges across borders and the increasingly integrated and complex global system of production and exchange that has emerged as a result." This is the general definition given by economists, often put more simply as global expansion of the division of labor.

Thomas L. Friedman "examines the impact of the 'flattening' of the globe", and argues that globalized trade, outsourcing, supply-chaining, and political forces have changed the world permanently, for both better and worse. He also argues that the pace of globalization is quickening and will continue to have a growing impact on business organization and practice

Herman E. Daly argues that sometimes the terms internationalization and globalization are used interchangeably but there is a slight formal difference. The term "internationalization" refers to the importance of international trade, relations, treaties etc. International means between or among nations. "Globalization" means erasure of national boundaries for economic purposes; international trade (governed by comparative advantage) becomes inter-regional trade (governed by absolute advantage). 
Source: Wikipedia
Try to find out the differences between the definitions.

Which are the key words?

Try to work out an own and good understandable definition.


Station 3 

 

Drinking water instead of Pepsi 
 

The steel giant Krupp employs 700 engineers in India who collaborate in the planning of industrial plants by satellite pipe to Essen. Mercedes Benz operates a new research centre in the Indian city of Bangalore which among other things develops software. Lufthansa let transfer invoices and bookings in its computer network by Indian computer coolies.

 ​
The Indian software industry offers 2.5 million well trained employees who fluently speak English. Because of the low costs of living they are content with a tenth of the salaries their colleagues in Europe earn. The boom in the Indian software industry is often quoted with pleasure as an indication of the economical reform which connects the country to the world market since years. Indeed the economy ​ growth could be promoted from nearly zero in 1991 to actually about 7% per annum. If the Indian economy should go on developing so fast, it would be the fourth largest economy of the world in the year 2020. But until now the globalisation proved to be a one track street for India. Today, multinational companies already govern whole lines of business in the consumer goods area. Foreign investors determine the event at the stock exchanges of the country. 

According to information from the World Bank 52% of the population deny her daily cost of living with less than a dollar. Two thirds of the children less than five years are still undernourished. Not even the half of all Indians can read and write. 

Economic growth takes place primarily in the industry and in the service sector today. The farming, 70% of all Indians live on, stagnates. While luxury sedans and gigantic advertising panels design modern times in the cities, India's villages show the traditional picture of poverty and exploitation. 
 

Rainer Höring, „Trinkwasser statt Pepsi“. In: Eine Welt-Presse Nr. 14/1997, S. 5

 

 

1. Why is India such an interesting location for foreign investors? 
2. Is India a winner or loser of the globalisation? (Justify your opinion!) 

Station 4

Effects of Globalisation
· Industrial - emergence of worldwide production markets and broader access to a range of foreign products for consumers and companies.
· Financial - emergence of worldwide financial markets and better access to external financing for borrowers. 
· Economic - realization of a global common market, based on the freedom of exchange of goods and capital. 
· Informational - increase in information flows between geographically remote locations. Arguably this is a technological change with the advent of fibre optic communications, satellites, and increased availability of telephony and Internet.
· Ecological- the advent of global environmental challenges that might be solved with international cooperation, such as climate change, cross-boundary water and air pollution, over-fishing of the ocean. 
· Technical- Development of a global telecommunications infrastructure and greater transborder data flow, using such technologies as the Internet, communication satellites, submarine fiber optic cable, and wireless telephones 

. Source: Wikipedia
Please explain the effects of globalisation in your own words. Which are the most important from your point of view?
Do you think globalisation has further effects (legal/ethical, social, political)? 

Station 5 
(Computer working place 1, Internet access)
Global Actors
There are many global actors who try to influence processes of globalisation. Three of the most important are:

1. World Trade Organization

http://www.wto.org/
2. World Bank

http://www.worldbank.org/
3. International Monetary Fund
http://www.imf.org/
Please make an Internet recherché.

1. Who are the supporters of the organizations?

2. Who are their members?

3. What are their main aims and tasks?  


Station 6 
(Computer working place 2, Internet access)
The opponents of globalisation
Some international organizations fight against negative impacts of globalisation. Three of the most important are: 

1. ATTAC

http://www.attac.org/
2. World Social Forum

http://www.wsfindia.org/
3. Friends of the Earth

http://www.foe.org/
Please make an Internet recherché.

1. Who are the supporters of the organizations?

2. Who are their members?

3. What are their main aims and tasks?
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