Company research in School Teaching and Teacher Training 
 

Company research (or fact finding tour in factories or other business institutions) is a well established method of students` learning. It is an important part of economical and prevocational education. Company researches have as well a certain importance in Teacher Trainings. Teachers should know that method for their practice and have a chance to qualify themselves in the field of business science. 

 

Definition

Company research means to join the original place of work in order to get authentic information about parts of the economical sphere and labour world. The research should be situated in a didactical context of learning and teaching in the area of economical and prevocational education.

Preparation 

 

Company researches should be prepared systematically. Before realizing a research, students (and teachers) gain a certain knowledge concerning general structures of production and the real situation of the company itself. They develop concrete questions, to be answered in the research or hypothesis to be proved.
 

Aspects 

 

Unlike touristic visits, company researches do not intend to get some more or less interesting impressions. They have clear aims under different aspects of learning, elaborated in the preparation. Those aspects are for instance:

· Technical procedures of production
· Economical situation

· Work and workplaces, working conditions

· In service further qualification

· Qualification needs for appliers, especially for potential apprentices 
(One background question is always virulent for students: Is there a job I probably like for my own professional planning?) 

Execution 

 

Mostly a focussing is needed, especially in larger business institutions, so that just one or two aspects will be in the focus of research. Sometimes two ore more groups are established. Each of them has a special research interest and research order. After arrangement with the responsible persons in the company, technical aids like cameras and recorders may be used. 

 

Evaluation 

 

The facts collected during the research should be presented in the class room, may be as spoken or written reports or (in modern times) as PPP. Two questions should find an answer: 

What did we learn about economical and labour orientated reality?

What does that mean for my personal situation and my professional plans? 

