Summary of First Evaluation Steps of Teacher Trainings and Modules
Preface

· That short report should be a flashlight to illustrate the recent status of project evaluation.
· Expert meetings and local teacher seminars are closely connected with the discussion and testing of modules. Nevertheless the following summary is divided in two parts in order to get clear evidence. (But in reality of seminar, discussion and criticism of seminars and modules were mixed up.)

· In the moment there is not yet a chance for a formal evaluation. (Formal evaluation is in the phase of preparation.) So the base of the following summary is: report of the experts, oral presented results of group work in seminars, a few small and improvised formal feed back by questionnaires and an expert opinion (Turkey), observation of reactions of participants and personal notes of seminar discussion and so on.

Teacher Trainings

The majority of persons involved in trainings (teachers, teacher trainers, school inspectors, headmasters, university personal) judge the seminars positively:

· Good level of information

· Variety of different actions

· Excellent materials and lecturers

· Results very useful for the own work in the different fields of daily practice (school lessons, INSET courses, lections in the university etc.)

Most of the participants had experiences in European projects (as project partners or member of a target group of projects or user of elaborated materials). They all emphasised the meaning of the ECOLAB topic. That would be much better than another of these usual projects for language education, culture or history. Economy and labour are very important subjects of teaching, especially in the European community and in modern times of globalisation. 

They all appreciated the special structure of the ECOLAB partnership (two partners out of the group of new EU members, Turkey as an possible aspirant and Germany as an old member.) Nearly all participants are interested to be a part of ECOLAB and make own contributions to the planned work. 

Modules

Experts and participants of seminars agree in the opinion that module topics are very well chosen, modern and representing the whole field of economic education and prevocational education in secondary schools and for young people of that age.

The structure of modules (learning aims, didactical information out of the national perspective, theory, teaching material, and links) was fully accepted as well.

Discussion results in some details:

· Learning aims: short, exact and very plausible.

· Didactical information: very interesting to compare the national situations and traditions, good evidence to see the convergences and differences. In Lithuania and Czech Republic one may recognize the special situation of an economy and society in the process of transformation. Turkey is more or less rural but has a booming economy and is in a process of modernisation. Economy and prevocational education seem to be more progressed in Germany than in the other partner countries.

· Theory: that part of modules was mostly discussed. Discussion was partly controversial. On the one hand: Theory rather difficult and ambitious, much traditional economical science (a traditional micro economic structure), hard to work with theory. But on the other side: a certain scientific level should be, teachers should have more knowledge than students, the compromise between urgently needed sciences and understandably presentation is all right. 
· Teaching Material and Links: that part was judged best as a practical help, good ideas, even for an active and independent work of students partly by using IKT and internet, teaching examples cannot be transferred one to one in the own practice but provide useful suggestions.

