Brauneck, August 2007

Impacts and Aims of Central Teacher Trainings (TT)

Impacts
As an ideal projection and in the long way TT of ECOLAB should have two impacts:

1. A good working network of schools, students and teachers of all 4 involved countries (organized and looked up by the universities in CZ, LT, TR and the Ministry of Education in DE). The net workers use the results (especially the modules) of ECOLAB in their practical work, exchange their experiences, using the internet and (if possible) in direct communication in meetings of teachers and students.
Commentary: That is indeed an ambitious plan and not to realize perfectly in real life (financial and personal resources, language abilities and so on?).  But it may be an orientation for ECOLAB work. It should be o.k. if we will succeed in realizing parts of the plan or doing some steps in its direction or use some ideas, proposals or materials in the own practice or in inner circles. By the way: the success or the steps to success depend as well by the interest (or at least the tolerance) of school management and school inspection or other authorities. That might be a real problem f. i. in Germany, because in the moment schools and other educational institutions are very stressed by permanent changes and new obligations (reporting, comparing tests, rankings and so on).

Final result: Nobody of us is obliged or contracted to change the pedagogical world, when taking part of TT. We should do our best and try to act in the project’s sense but our success depends deeply on many extern factors. 
2. Further seminars of Teacher Trainings within the EU-programme Comenius 2.2.c (= T.T to disseminate project results of Comenius projects) at the end or after ECOLAB work. Following the project application four seminars should be realized, each in one of the 4 involved countries. The seminars should be included in the catalogue of the Comenius programme 2.2.c

Commentary:  Chances depend on the actual structure of EU-programmes in 2008/2009, the prescriptions and financial resources. A new application is needed and will be made by German partner, because it seems to be a good chance (if things stay as they are now) to continue the 2007 starting process of central T.T.
First Central T.T. (October 7th – to October 10th 2007, LT)
General Aims

1. To get acquainted to each other as a group or team in order to prepare further communication and cooperation (see above).

2. To get knowledge about some parts of the pedagogical, social and economical life of the host country Lithuania and its landscape and people in order to follow the European Idea to know and understand each other and to become aware of the situation and problems in education and society.
Direct Aims

1. Discussion and exchange of information concerning the topics of Modules Household and Consumption and Enterprise and Production (situation and main problems in the different countries)
2. Discussion of Teaching Materials and exchange of experiences in teaching economics in the various countries

3. Planning further activities (especially second TT, planned for May 2008)


Organization
· The Lithuanian colleagues will work out a detailed time table and organize the part of agenda to get knowledge about their country including visits and excursions (see above General Aim 2). The time table will be presented at the beginning of the seminar.
· The experts prepare short lectures to present actual situation and problems in the field of household (15 minutes or so) and enterprise (15 min.) (see above Direct Aim 1). All participants should have read the two modules themselves already before the TT.

· Direct Aim 2 (Teaching) should be topic of group work (3 or 4 International Groups should be established).  

· An evaluation will be prepared by the German partner.

